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Task of the Church









          Lecture 3

Title: Worship/Object of Worship (TC-3)
Purpose: To convince the hearers that the triune God is the exclusive object of worship.

Introduction

1. In our previous lecture, we have dealt with some introductory perspectives in worship. Now we move to consider the object of worship.
2. This matter of the object of worship is something that we have to deal with because the Bible puts repeated emphasis on this matter. To ignore this issue is to ignore a large section of biblical revelation on the subject of worship.

3. Now who is the object of worship? Let me put it to you in two headings.
Trans:
First....

I.
THE EXCLUSIVE OBJECT OF WORSHIP IS THE ONE AND ONLY TRUE GOD.
....And the biblical witness of this are so many that it will take us a long time to look at all of them. So let us just look at a few.
A.
Old Testament Witness
1. The first is the Decalogue – Exo 20:1-5 (READ). 
a. God does not want to have a rival. He and He alone is God, and, therefore, He alone must be regarded as God. This includes, among other things, that He alone must be worshipped as God – that’s the first commandment. 
b. Right after the first commandment comes the second. And the second forbids making representation of anything, including God, to be used in worship. And why? To make representations of anything, including God, and to use them for worship would still be to ascribe to something the worship that is only due to God. Is 42:8 “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.”
c. So solidly resting on the first two commandments of the Decalogue is that God alone is the exclusive object of worship.
2. Another text still in the OT is Ex 34:12-14 (READ). God doesn’t want to have any rival. To worship any other besides God would be to provoke Him to holy jealousy. And why? He alone is God, and besides Him there is no other. 
3. Deu 4:10-19 (READ)
a. Why did God not appear to the people in any form when He spoke to them in Mt Sinai? Not because God could not appear to them in some form. We read in OT that God did appear to some individuals in a visible form – theophanies. But God did not appear to the people in Mt Sinai in some form because He feared that the people might make a graven image to serve as a representation of Him and that image will then become to them an object of worship (Vs 15-18).  
b. But then there is else God warn the people – Vs 20 (READ). God’s work of creation reveals something of the glory of God. But God, through Moses, warns the people never to treat nature as if it were God. Only God is to be worshipped and given religious service.
B.
New Testament Witness

1. Mat 4:8-10 (READ). Notice here the reason the Lord Jesus gives why He refuses to worship the devil. The reason He gives is not because the devil is so wicked that he is not worthy at all to be worshipped, but because God alone is to be worshipped. He alone is to be given religious veneration.
2. Ac 10:24-28 (READ). Why did Peter refuse to accept religious veneration from Cornelius? The reason he gives is that he, like Cornelius, is just a man. And the clear implication of this is – that God alone is to be given religious veneration. He alone is to be worshipped.
3. Ac 14:11-18 (READ). Because of the miracle that Paul performed, the people thought that were gods who have come to earth. And they worshipped them. But how did Paul and Barnabas react? They were horrified and protested in the strongest possible way to what the people were doing. And why? Because they too were just men and they were just servants of God. Only God is to be worshipped. In fact, the thrust of the apostolic ministry is to call people to stop worshipping any other but the true and living God, who is the Creator of everything and ruler over all. 
4. Rev 19:9-10 (READ). Put yourself in the position of John. Here is this bright and glorious being who speaks with such power and authority in given God’s revelatory word to him. And how does John respond? He falls down at the feet of the angel and worshipped him. But how did the angel respond to what John did? He rebuked John for doing what he did. And why? Because only God is to be worshipped! Religious veneration is to be rendered to God and God alone!
5. Rom 1:25 (READ). Paul here is describing people who are under the wrath of God, and, therefore, are in need of God’s righteousness revealed in the gospel. And he describes them as those who worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator. Now only God is the Creator and everything else is created by God. To worship and serve anything, therefore, aside from God is an act of perversion. Only God the Creator is to be worshipped and served.
C.
Conclusion: The devil does not care whatever you will worship – i.e. angels, the starts, man, cows or dogs, even stones. All the devil wants is to take away from God the worship that rightfully belongs only to Him. Therefore, resist any and every temptation to worship any other but God.

Trans:  So who is the object of worship? The exclusive object of worship is the one and only true and living God Then secondly....

II.
TH EXCLUSIVE OBJECT OF WORSHIP IS THE TRUINE GOD – FATHER, SON, AND HOLY 
SPIRIT.

A. Explanation

1. The Bible is clear that although there is only one God, and yet there is a plurality of persons in this One God.

a. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is God. And the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the Father. However, there are not three Gods there is only One. 

b. In the language of Gen 1:26 “ Then God said, ‘ Let Us make man in (as) Our image, and according (to be) Our likeness.’”

2. And you are to worship the Triune God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 


B.
Demonstration
1. Think of the Father.

a. Jn 4:21-24 (READ). Here Jesus repeated emphasizes that the Father is to be worshipped.

b. 1Pet 2:5 (READ).  God here obvious refer to the Father – and we are to bring spiritual sacrifice acceptable to Him through the mediation of Christ. God the Father is to be the object of our worship. 

2. However, we must not think that only the Father is to be the object of our worshipped. But also the Son is to be worshipped because He Himself is God – the Supreme Being.

a. Pre-incarnate State: Exo 3:1-6 (READ). All evangelical commentators are agreed that this passage speaks of Jesus in His pre-incarnate state. For this Being who appeared to Moses is called “the angel (or messenger) of the Lord” and is, therefore, distinct from God. And yet, this Being claims to be God Himself. So this could be none other than the Lord Jesus in His pre-incarnate state. And as God, what does He do? He rightfully demands religious veneration from Moses. The Son is to be worshipped.

b. Incarnate State as a Child: Mt 2:11 (READ) “they”- the kings who came to look for Messiah. If what the kings did in worshipping the Child was wrong, Matthew who was a Jew and who wrote this gospel narrative would have made an editorial comment. But he, under the infallible guidance of the Spirit, did not. And why? Because what the kings did in worshipping Jesus was right. For this child is Himself the incarnate God!

c. Incarnate State just after the Resurrection: Mt 28:9-10, 16-20 (READ). Note that unlike the angel in Revelation, Jesus did not rebuke His disciples from worshipping Him. And why? He Himself is God and it is His rightful due that we worship Him even as we worship the Father. 

d. Incarnate State after the ascension: Heb 1:5-6 (READ). This clearly speaks of Christ after the resurrection (Acts 13:33). And note that God the Father Himself commands the angels to worship Christ.

e. And in the book of Revelation, were we are made to see some gleams of heaven, we find even the Lamb worshipped by heavenly beings and the redeemed of God who are now in heaven. Rev 5:11-14 (READ). Who are worshipped here in heaven by all creatures, including the four elders? God the Father and God the Son.
3. And this is true also of the Holy Spirit. 
a. The Holy Spirit is God. Therefore, He is to be worshipped along with the Father and the Son. For the three are One and the One is three.
b. This is, at least, indicated in 2Cor 13:14 (READ). Here Paul invokes the name of the Triune God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

C.
Application: In our worship services, let us make it clear that we worship the triune God. Let us make it evident in our prayers and in the hymns we sing that we worship not just the Father but also the Son and the Holy Spirit.
